German Scholars

from a similar disaster. In the meantime we will hope, and
wait, and see what we Germans look like a hundred years
hence, and whether we shall then have progressed so far as
to be no longer abstracted scholars and philosophers, but
human beings.                              WOLFGANG GOETHE, 1828

In Germany argument is unthinkable; everyone has the
opinions of his province, his city, even of his own individual
self, and we shall have long to wait before we come to any
sort of universal education.           WOLFGANG GOETHE, 1828

German scholarship is even under favourable conditions
only a glittering poverty, rich in hopes, but yet richer in
privations and needs of every kind. I rose to the greatest
height which a German scholar can attain, I was professor
ordinarius, and I fell back again, and only the happier for my
fall, after I had lost my post and my salary.

HOFFMANN VON  FALLERSLEBEN,   1846

It is, I believe, no lack of talent which prevents the majority
of German scholars from addressing the public on the
subject of religion and philosophy. I believe it is dread of
the results of their own thinking, which they dare not com-
municate to the people.                     HEINRICH HEINE, 1852

The German scholars, who have hitherto, to all appearances,
been the most German of the Germans, were and perhaps
are still as good as the German soldiers, by virtue of their
profound, almost childlike aptitude for obedience in all
external matters, and the necessity, in the domain of science,
of taking a lonely stand and assuming great responsibility.

FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE,   1 88 1
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